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Owner Kate Chacksfield wants to raise awareness
around the dangers of dogs consuming common
sugar substitute xylitol
By Thomas Burrows
7th February 2019, 6:25 pm

Updated: 7th February 2019, 6:50 pm

COMMENT NOW
A DOG owner has been left heartbroken after her beloved pet died
from eating chocolate brownies which contained sugar substitute
Xylitol.
Devastated Kate Chacksfield, 51, released photos of her Hungarian
Vizsla Ruby on life support after eating two of her brownies.
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dog Ruby on life support
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Kate had made the brownies with Xylitol as she wanted to cut down
on her sugar intake.
However the low-calorie sweetener is extremely toxic to dogs and
even small amounts can cause sugar levels to plummet, seizures,
liver failure or death.
Seven-year-old Ruby fell ill 36 hours after eating the brownies and
died eight days later - despite Kate spending £10,000 to try to save
her life.
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She died of liver failure and a suspected stroke.

The photos of her on life support
still make me cry
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Owner Kate Chacksfield
Kate, a media and presentation coach from Acton in West London,
said: "I only made brownies with Xylitol in to reduce the amount of
sugar I was eating.
"But while I was out Ruby managed to get into the container off the
side in the kitchen and ate a couple.
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/8378321/dog-life-support-after-chocolate-brownies/
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"She seemed fine at first and it wasn't until a couple of days later she
started being violently ill and I took her to the vets.
"I had no idea how serious eating natural sweeteners was for
dogs...the photos of her on life support still make me cry.
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"We've had her since she was a puppy and I'm completely lost
without her."
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DANGERS OF XYLITOL
Kate has shared her heartbreaking story to raise awareness around
the dangers of dogs consuming xylitol.
She said: "I had absolutely no idea Xylitol was harmful to dogs what
so ever and I was heartbroken when they told me and I knew it was
too late for Ruby.
"I really, really urge other dog owners to read up on the dangers of
Xylitol in dogs and urgently take their pets to the vet if they
accidentally consume it as it could be the difference between life and
death."
Xylitol sweetener is frequently found in chewing gum and mints and
can be used in place of sugar in many cakes.
Kate said it takes just a quarter of a teaspoon to cause liver failure in
dogs the size of a Labrador and even less in smaller breeds.
She said: "We did everything we could to save Ruby - she was so
loved and we all miss her dearly. We really had hope she would pull
through so we were heartbroken when she didn't.
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"We'd love to be able to save other dogs from going through what
Ruby went through".
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Dr Nicola Robinson, head of Veterinary Poisons Information Service
said: “It can start to absorb within an hour and it takes the tiniest
amount to be toxic.
“You’re talking one piece of chewing gum starting to cause problems
in a small dog, like a Jack Russell size. Ten pieces would likely be
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/8378321/dog-life-support-after-chocolate-brownies/
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lethal.
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“It takes just half a gram of pure xylitol per kilogram of weight –
around an eighth of a teaspoon – to cause liver failure in dogs.
“Roughly a quarter of a teaspoon is enough to harm a dog the size of
a labrador.”
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Ruby was taken to the he Royal Veterinary College, but she died of
liver failure and a suspected stroke eight days after eating the
brownies
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Kate said she knew about the dangers of chocolate to dogs but
had no awareness about xylitol
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The former news presenter is determined to raise awareness
about xylitol

We pay for your stories! Do you have a story for The Sun Online news
team? Email us at tips@the-sun.co.uk or call 0207 782 4368 . You
can WhatsApp us on 07810 791 502. We pay for videos too. Click
here to upload yours.

SPONSORED BY HENDRICKS.ORG

Sponsored Video
SEE MORE

PROMOTED STORIES

Daring Dresses At The Academy Of
Country Music Awards
LIVINGLY

.

Sponsored Links

Peek Inside Lana Del Rey's Rustic $1.17 Million Cabin
LONNY

This Is What The Black Diamond On Measuring Tapes Is Really
Meant For
LIVESTLY

.

Sponsored Links

Sh W A H

St i Th 90' N

Sh W k A N

https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/8378321/dog-life-support-after-chocolate-brownies/

l

6/9

2/7/2019

Heartbreaking pics of dog who ate chocolate brownies on life support before dying 8 days later as owners warned sweetener fatal to pets

She Was A Huge Star in The 90's, Now She Works A Normal
Job
THERAPY JOKER

7 Simple Yoga Poses You Should Do First Thing Each Morning
WORK + MONEY

.

Sponsored Links

25 Perfectly Timed Photos Taken
Seconds Before Tragedy
AUTO OVERLOAD

0 COMMENTS

Be the first to comment...

LOOKING ROSY Demi Rose shows oﬀ
incredible curves in fringed bikini in
Thailand
THE SUN

PURE EVIL Teacher given death penalty
for raping girl, 4, so violently she
needed operation
THE SUN

LIBBY HUNT Butcher whose home was
raided by Libby cops is dad with
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/8378321/dog-life-support-after-chocolate-brownies/

7/9

y
y p
passion for martial arts

2/7/2019

Heartbreaking pics of dog who ate chocolate brownies on life support before dying 8 days later as owners warned sweetener fatal to pets

THE SUN

.

Sponsored Links

These Hilarious Restaurant Signs Will Have You Extremely
Laugh
NINJAJOURNALIST

Kris Jenner and Her Boyfriend Show Inside Their New Dreamy
Bedroom
PSYCHICMONDAY

BLOOD ON HER HANDS Teen 'listened to
boyfriend die’ after texting he should
kill himself
THE SUN

FOLLOW THE SUN

SERVICES
Sign Up To The Sun

Terms and Conditions

Clarifications and Corrections
Contact Us

News Licensing

Commissioning Terms

Sell Your Story

Editorial Complaints

Help Hub

Advertising
Topic A-Z

Cookie Settings

©News Group Newspapers Limited in England No. 679215 Registered office: 1
London Bridge Street, London, SE1 9GF. "The Sun", "Sun", "Sun Online" are registered
trademarks or trade names of News Group Newspapers Limited. This service is
provided on News Group Newspapers' Limited's Standard Terms and Conditions in
accordance with our Privacy & Cookie Policy. To inquire about a licence to reproduce
material, visit our Syndication site. View our online Press Pack. For other inquiries,
Contact Us. To see all content on The Sun, please use the Site Map. The Sun website
is regulated by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO)
Our journalists strive for accuracy but on occasion we make mistakes. For further
details of our complaints policy and to make a complaint please click here...

https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/8378321/dog-life-support-after-chocolate-brownies/

8/9

2/7/2019

Heartbreaking pics of dog who ate chocolate brownies on life support before dying 8 days later as owners warned sweetener fatal to pets

https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/8378321/dog-life-support-after-chocolate-brownies/

9/9

